SERMON – SIN HAPPENS
Inspirational topic given to Rev. Revita De Chalus by God through Jesus Christ
12/25/02 Merry Christmas!

Sin happens!

This phrase is credited to a phrase I heard by John  Ortberg of  Willow Creek Community Church.

You have heard the world’s version of what happens, but it is really sin.

It started a long time, but not a faraway place. 

It started here. Well, maybe it did start in a different place, in heaven.

Isaiah 14:12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations.

My Bible references will be based on the King James version, unless mentioned otherwise.

So, Lucifer fell from heaven. Lucifer is a reference to Satan. This is the beginning of sin.

This verse tells of Lucifer’s spot in heaven before he was brought down. Brought down , hmm. Maybe he thought too highly of himself. So highly of himself that he thought he could top God.  The next statement refers to the result of Lucifer’s falling; which didst weaken the nations. The opportunity for groups of others to be weak in following God’s plan has just been described.

Now, we are back to the beginning that we are familiar with; Adam and Eve.

Genesis 3:1(a) Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the Lord God made. What does subtle mean? Some dictionaries define subtle as cunning.
Okay, so what is cunning? Cunning is knowledge used in a deceitful way. The snake was smart, but was he too smart for his own good? He was smart enough to be used by Satan.

Think about that for a moment. 

Isn’t this similar to Lucifer’s situation? Thinking too highly of oneself and not of God?

The serpent was used by Satan. People can be used by Satan. If you think too highly of yourself; Christian or not, you can be used by Satan. Remember this and ask God to help

You keep your eyes on Him and not yourself.

Genesis 3:17(b) Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shall thou eat of it all the days of thy life.

Genesis 3:18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field.

This is the beginning of weeds. Weeds are the effect of sin and they can also be used to tell us what sin looks like.

Now, it’s time for a gardening lesson. 

Pay attention, you may find out more than you think.

If you want to find a lot of weeds, look for good plants. Sin wants to be where there is good, and destroy it. 1Peter 5:8 states: Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the

Devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour .

The better you are doing in your life, the more temptations with sin. 

Weeding is continuous; weeds will choke good plants if not watched. Some weeds are copycats; they look like the good plants in the beginning. As they grow, they show themselves to be weeds. Sin can look honorable in the beginning. As it grows and you grow, it shows itself to be sin. .
Fighting against sin is continuous; otherwise sin can overwhelm you. Sometimes by weeding you pull good plants. If they were properly planted, new plants may grow in their place, or the existing plants will be more productive. Sometimes when you fight against sin in your life, you feel as if you are losing good things in your life. If God believes it to be good for you, He may give you new blessings or He may increase the blessings that are already present in your life. In trying to deal with sin, some character

Defects show up instead of your character strengths. Keep relying on God to help you

Improve your character defects.

Some weeds may be hard to remove without tools. Sin is hard to remove without the help of Jesus Christ in your life. 1John 6:33, Jesus said,” These things I have spoken unto you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world.
Hebrews 2:18 states, For in that He himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to succor them that are tempted. Succor  means to give assistance to in time of need or distress.

Through Jesus Christ, we will have the help we need to do what God would have us to do.

What do we do when we sin? (and we will sin)

1John 1:9 states; If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
This is what Christians can do.

Let’s take a moment to review everything we have done in the last week. Have we acknowledged our sin and asked for forgiveness? If we haven’t, let’s do that now.

If you have, please pray that God continues to convict us of our sins, and direct us away from temptation.

This is what Christians are to do daily. Maybe you’re not a Christian. Maybe this is the first time you have heard of Jesus Christ and that He wants to have a relationship with you. Maybe you have heard of Jesus Christ, but walked away from Him. Now you want to come back, for you miss him so. Now is the time, now is your time to be connected to Jesus Christ and have a relationship with him daily.

Everyone, please bow your heads.
If you are a Christian, please pray for those who want to receive Christ and for those who are far from Christ that they be drawn unto Him.

If you want to have a relationship with  Jesus Christ, tell God now that you are a sinner,

You repent and turn from your sins, you believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross for your sins, and that you will let Jesus into you heart and life to rule forevermore.

We ask that those who have received Jesus Christ into their hearts today and those who have renewed a relationship with Jesus Christ let us know so that we may give you more information to help you on your journey.

Let’s give a hand clap for God’s working in their lives.

May the Lord watch between me and thee while we are absent one from another.

Feel free to join us again soon!

